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CHARLES BRADLAUGH 



Greater than titled monarch on j» weled throne; greater than 
belted knight in plumage gay; greater than he that taketh an 
I mplre wai the subject of this brief skeieh. Alone, single-handed, 
and penniless, With all the power, talent, skill and wealth at the 
command of the British government, Charles Bradlangh, met the 
repreaentati v« of thai government, defeated it. and by his titanic 
Intellectual strsngth and superior courage, astabllehed what will 
be known m history ms the sis of freedom for ill** British pr is, 
i oonsummstiou for which Richard < srlyls ip s n l ten years hi a 
prison. It is impossible to find words in the whole range of human 

vocabulary that would be lufflclentlj eiprssilrs to describe the 
sterling Character of this hero of Brl'lsfa secularism. An avowed 
ath. ist he in. t and defeated all-comers and compelled both rec- 
ognition and reapeci for himself and the cause for which he had 
bo gallantly fought. 

Charles Hradlaugh was- born on the 

Mth day of September, iwa, and after a 
life of toil and struggle, unrequited, lava 
b> the honor and glory accorded by those 
who knew him, died on the 80th dat of 
January, 1891, and was. therefore, but U 
yean of age when he was called .0 his 
final teat. But in those M vear.s What 

obang< wai wrought! what battlei won! 
what victories achieved! Bngland had 

but <ne (barbs Hradlaugh and ll is doubt- 
ful If Just such another will ever grace 
h* r ihort s. 

Born to poor i an ati he tnb< rlted whs 
might »»<■ tsrmsd a mi« of partial poverty. 
Bui a common school education wai ai- 
los « (i him N ' an extremt Ij 1 arty it* if 
was practically forced upon tin world to 

■hlfl tor himself in that home had become 

intolerable becam» of his parenta anger 
at his infidel tendencies, While a mere 
lad. it is recorded, he was !»'•• par d for 
confirmation in the established church 
but si ths last moment Ik backed down 
and out and professed his horn unbelief 

in the system. Tl is Wai 00 much lor the 
Stder Hradlaugh and the r. suit was that 

at the gge oi leventeen h< was adrift 

in the grsal world, to do tattle with it 

aions, 

The first occupation hS took up was that 
ol an Agent for selling coal. He did fair y 
well Among his In st customers was a 
lady, of Chrisiian ■SUtlment, who conduced 
a bakery. BbS was hil mainstay in the 

business. Christian hatred made itaelf felt and some "kind 
friend ' approached the lady customer ami Informed her that hsr 

coal agent nnus an Infidel. His nexl visit wai his last. Going 
for his usual order bt was m< t with a blank refusal, Hi" lad) 
frankly telllni him Why, and suguesUng that she would be afraid 
to buy any more coal from him lor rear it would smell of brim- 
stone. From 'hi- bS Wai given an OPDOTtUnlt) to peddle sus 
pendera. His employer fell an interest in him. Hradlaugh made 
a failure in this line ;md soon realised that he w;i no earning 
tie- salary paid him. he refused to become an object (if charitv 

und threw up his job. He then went Into the army but nad< 
such a poor soldi* r. under compulsion, that i s was appointed 
regimental clerk. Upon having he loughl employment again 

PeroaiVini a notice of an errand boy wanted by a firm of lawyers 

Bradlaugh applied for ths position. The lawyen pars amaeed at 




BRADLAUGH MONUMENT 



the gigantic stature of the man who had applied for a boy's 
position. How mUCfa will J on pay?" ask* d Hie applicant. "Ten 
shillings per week" came tin- response. Then 1 11 take it." and 
Bradlaugh d»d take it. Hu it was not so very long before he 
had work- d hi- way up to a F ad Clerkship in the firm and while 
in this office he laid the foundations for and finally acquired 
that great legal knowledge which enabled him to win his way 
againat prejudice and bigot r\ in the Inter .-ears of his life. 

Bradlaugh married as soon as he felt he was able to keep a 
wife and family and' two daughters ware born to him. Alice 

Bradlaugh, who (Med before bar Esther, and Hypatfa Hradlaugh, 

who was afterwards married to Charles Homier. The latter com- 
piled a BiatOfl 0l her father's vigorous life. 

For many yean Hradlaugh bctured and debated throughout 
the nom de plume of Iconoclast. That cogno- 
men became a terror to all bigots and fa- 
natics. He was mobbed and stoned by the 

je. ring crowds ol fanatical Christian be- 
lievers, but in Un end Bradlaugh ca ne out 
victorious. He was later elected to Par 
liana nt h> the people of Northampton, 
but upon refoaing to take an oath he was 

torcH h ep cted from the House of Com- 

tnoni, bi Hie icrgeanti, but thres or four 
of tin m W( re knocked down in the effort. 
Prom the bar of the House Hradlaugh de- 
livered a ■cathihg rebuke to the torv gov- 
ernment, and defied tin m. He wen hack 
to his COnstltUSntl and thrlOS did they re- 
turn bim to bll seat. At last, by strategy, 
he leCUn d a st at m tlie House and held 
It 10 De da] Of his death. His great tri- 
umph cane . however, after In- had passed 
away, (Off a motion was made and adopted 

by the Parliament that the "Hradlaugh In- 
cident" be expunged from the records as 
though tin ) were aahamad to allow such a 
record to be banded to future gem rations 

Hoi lie publication of a pamphlet written 

by Dr. Char lei Knowltoo, he. that is Brad 
laugh, in company with Mrs. Minis Bssaat, 
Charles Wans. George Jacob Holyoake, and 
others, were prosecuted for publishing Ob- 
scene literature. Bradlaugh and .Mrs. Hes 
;ini wen Hie only two to fight Hie prosecu- 

ti .a to the i.ist ditch and they triumphed. 

Higher went the victorious ones in the 
estimation Of the British Freethinkers. 
Hradlaugh founded ami edited the National 
Reformer, in which Mrs. BesSUi assisi d 

i ii aaaoelated editor. The Reformer periahed a short time after 
ll death, Brad laugh was also President of the National Secular 
Society, and upon bin (hath he was admirably succeeded by 
<;. W, PbOts, editor of ths London Freethinker, who holds that 
high distinction to this dav. 

This brief iketch Of the life and career of such a wonderful 

man If hardly enough t < > do Mm |uetlee, Volumes could be 
written <ui such ■ subject. He was mourned by thousands when 
tin end oams. The picture on the front of this issue was repro- 
duced from a pho'o l< Sling his own autograph and given by 
his own hand to John It t ha rh s wort h. ti e Hlade's Associate 
editor-. The picture on this page of his monuimnt. erected by 
lorlng bands, was taken at the unreiling, and shows a group of 

English Freethinker! gathered about it. 
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| Thoughts on Death 

♦X* 



Wide Difference Between a Scientific Fact 
and a Theory Advanced by Theology. 



(By William H. Cox.) 
Will it rvrr reveal ItMl! to UM mind of 



Is it something beyond the conception of 
th«* human brain? 

These are questions (o which I have 
given long and serious thought. I confess 
I do not know and I do not tnink any Other 
man does know. We all see death, and 
ha\e no posit iv< proof of any life beyond 
death. Then death seems to me to end all. 
The millions upon millions of the human 
family that have preceded M m death, not 
a single one of them has come hack to con- 
linn life after death* There are UMBO pOO 
pie who believe mere is life after <ha h 
That Is, that the spirit lives beyond the 
death of the body, and the., to confirm 
their theory, cite us to th "Kesn > ei i. m 
of .Jesus ' after death. They think they 
know exactly what death is, but they only 
give us a superstitious theory to subor- 
dinate their claim ol life after death. Tin re 
is a vast difference between a theory and 
a living fact or truth. I canno' 01000 
theory as the real truth ami the difft rem m 
between a theological fact, so-called and a 
d< monstrated scientific tad. is as wide as 
the North and South I'ole. or as the rise 
and set of tin- sun. or as between day and 
night. In other words, it does not har- 
monize with the best thoughts of the hu 
man family. 

On the other hand, a scientific fact is 
something which can alwa\s be demon- 
strated to be absolutely corn et. This him 
is tbi difference between a fact and a 
theory. The Theologians give U8 nothing 
but a theory to support their belief. The 
ologically the story may he right, but 
scientifically it is not. There are thous 
amis upon thousands of good men and wo 
men in this world of ours who reject the 
whole story, and some always will. To 
some people the aceoiint of the ascension 
may not be clear enough and to otlurs it 
may border too much on the sleight of 
hand, or lodgl rdemain to suit them. From 
my own point of view I reject it both ways. 
We haveJ long since ceased to- look to 
Theology for any truth. We now look to 
Science for ull truth, just as a child looks 
to its parents for Its support. All truth 
worth recording we owe to Science, and 
right here I wish to say that all Scientists 
worthy the name reject Theology. 



and a Future Life 
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To give this story of the ascension a 
si rious thought, let us I top a minute. We 
will say then that on such an extraordinary 
Dei asion as the Kesurrect ion of Jesus after 
death, it. should have been done in the 
Opt n. at least. All the people should have 
lecfl it. and been eye-wit n*MM to it. A 
body coming to lite alter death should 
have been s. en b\ thousand.-. A thing that 
involves such magnitude should not have 
been left to a small numl < r of thirte. n 
people Mary .MugdaU na and the other 
Mary and eleven of his own disciples. I 
have the same right to doubt it as tin 
apostle.- of his own choh e did in that time, 
and I Irankly declare that the whole story 
I erltteS in such a childish way that I 
< anno; harmonize it with reason. I was 
Ft ret d by m> own rQMOP to ;.l»andon it 
kmi ; u>>. and I look upon it now M in an 

cum hietofj writ in i>: uid tor an Igno- 

rant people, and it should have no place 

in modem Literature. Let us dig a llttl 
deeper under their temple, the Bret thing 

we see is a robber. \S e go a lit le farther 
and Me ibis robber's name en the roster 
recorded as a full-lied*;, d DM mb« r and his 

dnei paid ahead, lie is the most influential 
in. mix r oi am chnreh. tie is capable ol 

off. ring up the lomh si and most llnoi PO 

prayer ;<> his omnipotent Qod. Noi itop 

again. Is it an uncomtnon thing in this 
■g • 10 see where some great financier has 

gono wrong ami bai robbed thi irholi eon* 
munlty, has stolen the rery bread from the 

washerwoman and in r belpleei children, 

taken the last oen from the poor mechanic 
e*bo has tolled anoeaainglj o accumulate 
enongH to aeeure his beloved remllj a 

horn. . In many eggt I Ol this kind it has 
drlVt n men to commit ittlolde. Then this 
lainilv who was the jm and life of tali 
DOOf man have been cast adrift in this cold 
world and left to subsist the h< s- they 
can on iweet charity. Then slop preaching 
this old dOgaU, and tell man that this is 

the only nee worthy oi i perlon! thought 

lb Kin in his infancy and teach him that 
tin re is nothing more noble than truth and 
JUStloe, morality and tvtison, charit\ and 

lovav Teaeh him that those thlngi ate 

the paramount issues of his mission in this 

lite. Teaeh him that ail other life de- 
pend! to a large degrei on his cultivation 
of thOM principles in his moral, mental 
and physical sell. L,>t the church stop 
giving passports into this supposed king- 
dom of heaven. This, and thil alone, has 
been the cause of more war, murder, blood 
shed and strife than any other one thing 



that was ever conceived by the brain of 

man. 

In this enlightened age, when we look 
back over tin dark, gloomy and bloody 
past, it is enough to cause a thrill of horror 
to see the countless millions of human be- 

Ingi thai have been ■acrifloed in the cause 
of this C hristian god. 

||j Christian friends, jrOU cannot do with- 
out war. It has been associated with you 
ever since you showed any tlgni of strength 
and as long as you have any strength you 
cannot let go of it. War has gone hand in 

hand with you from Ceneali to Revelation. 

If) Christian trh ml can you tell why so 

many of the best ami most highly educated 

people of the past and | r« s« nt have dis- 
believed your theorj of Qod and the future? 
ii. re nr.- a \> m reaeoni that i give yon why 
a fret thinner cannot neeepi your dogma. 

1. They cannot harmonize. An oinni- 

preeeal Qod, with dlaaater on land and 

water. 

2. They cannoi harmonize. A God of 
lOVe am! m. rc\ with war and murder. 

::. Th< > cnnnol bennoolea a t;od or 
Infinite wisdom with ignorance ami vice. 

I. I hey canno; harmonize. A Qod to 

Eamlnc and Bond. 
:.. rhe\ cnnnol barmoalw . T le birth 

and resurrection of .lesu< with reason, nor 
do they believe that JeflUI ever did rise 
from the (bad or that mint I WOT arose 
from their tombs and walked into the t it > . 
It may have b ee n customary in that early 
age lor the dead to get up from heir 
gravt s and mahe a parade, but this dOOl 004 

hole good her ', in this Lwenttc h century. 

And now to my trlendo, mlnteteri of the 
goep< i. yon have bet n preaching tins holy 
Bible doctrine (or the last 1000 years 

bfl there be n ,i single OM Of foe in all 
:his time tlat has aaved a single human 
soul and sent it into the kingdom of yottf 
God? 

What! Did you say •yes.' ' 

Then if you have au> particular regard 
lor me. will you not send me this party | 
particular addles to thai I can gel into 
communication with him that he may con- 
firm your word .' 



\'rs. Henry's pamphlet on Bible re 
vision ig now rea |v. Ten cents per 
OOpy or twelve copies for one dollar. 
\. \\ QrigWOld declares that if OUgfal 
to bd sen: to Hie ends oi' the earth. 

As a means of assisting the Blade in 

its propaganda PYeethoughl literature 
onn be had from tliis office. For the 

most part these are at popular prices 
and can he easily dial nluited. 

Oar premium offer is still open. A 

Trip to Rome Of Dog Kennel free to 

.•my add rem for Ave ■ubeeriben at one 

remittance at the rate of one dollar 
each. 
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Like a Voice from tbe Dad 



x • ........... ♦ 



Beautiful Tribute to the Late Col. Inger- 
soli Found Among Effects of a Re- 
cently Deceased Freethinker. 

(Written iff \\ . H. Tower.) 
BOOM time ago an unbelie\ « r in evan- 
gelical Christ iaiiit> died at Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, and among his effects was found a 
splendid and elo(|uent tribute to the mem- 
ory ot the late 101. Roberl (i. tngereoU, 

which was given to the papers and dmy 
published. The author was William H. 
. ow. r and the tribute was written in the 
declining yean of Ml life showing that 
old age had not affected nis mind, canted 
its activi'ies to cease or impaired his men- 
tality, in ins tribute be poured oaf the 
afleetloo of ■ lifetime and left to the world 
the moat convincing proof of his loyalty to 
I r< I dom. 

Uvea ;his compliment was paid him by 
the Fort Dodge press which gave publica 

' ii to his tribute, hs authenticity is with- 
out question. It offers a stimulus to thous- 
ands and i>y being read Is capable ot Infusing 
mw iit»- and energy into lagging lyitema 

Hut first read what the papen had to say 
about the author: 

"Mr. Tower himself was an agnostic. 
Wren ahea creeping paralyiii Mlsed him. 
when be kn« w that all end was near, 

wh.n In- lost in turn the aec Of his hands, 
his legs, his body and finally his voice, 

he steadfastly maintained bli <ii«i attitude 
toward churches and religions. He was a 
non-believer to the very last. 

Mr. Towers tribute possessei additional 
interest because of his own career. The 
manuscript is well worn ami has the ap 
p.arance or having been ttudled igsio and 
again.' 

This is one ease where the priestly car- 

rion crowi will be unable to traduce the 
km mors of the dead by Insisting thai hs 
had reoanted or attempted to make but 

peace with I lictitious god upon the ap 
proach of death. All wno km w Mr. TOWST 
ktiew what us was in matters of re 
ligion and they also knew that bS died jus- 
as he had lived, an agnostic His splendid 

tribute to < ol mgi raol follows: 

'Ingersoll is dead. The orilliant meteor 
that flashed across the horizon of the 
nineteenth century has gone down at its 

a loes. America has lost her greatest citl 

z» n. humanity her best friend. 

The champion of Intellectual liberty uas 
performed his life work and sunk quietly, 
peaceful I \ and contentedly t,, i|, a t hiM r ,.- 
pose which is the common lot of us all. 



He was horn of humble parents amid the 
rugged hills and primeval forests of west- 
STB .New TOTS. Ctadled among the pio- 
n« < i s of Ohio and reared on the broad 
prairies of Illinois, his body strengthened 
by simple life and honest toil, his mind 
broadened in the school of nature. His 
judgment was not biassed by the fact that 
his father was a PresbytSliaB minister, 
and lie came upon the great stage of life 
with a mind free and unf. tteivd. And with 
his wonderful personality, his honesty of 
purpose, his ability as a reasoner, nis 
OOUrSge in dsnounctng that which he hon 
esth believed to as wrong, and his match- 
less eloquence, in defending the right, 
made him easily the greatest character ot 
his time. 

Uaribaidi necame famous as the patriot 
of Italy. (jladstone will be remembered 
as the great common, r of Kngland, Bis- 
marck by the mailed Hit, Lincoln as the 

< mancipator, ami (Irani as the Midler, 

nut the imperishable crown. thS Immortal 
laurels will ho placed hy posterity on tin 1 
life, work and achievement! of Robert 
I <.li line, ue had been preceded by 

othera now ami then amng the great path 
way of iit< . Urand m< n had ns« d who sad 

fOUght and suit, red Sttd died tor the cause 
of humanity, but ingersoll alone had the 
power to eh, the the power of his reason- 
ing ami srgUmenl in the simplicity and elo- 
quence that oompeUed people to listen, ami 

He listener to admit its truth. 

He took from death, its; sting, and from 
•he grave its terrors. He kindled the torch 
Of reason with tue spark from his genius 
and painted the rainbow of hope in tiK* 
horizon of despair. He liberated the 
church, (reed and Clergy and Plevatsd man 
kind, while he denounced dishonesty and 

byprocrlsr, and gave the death blow to 
iupi rstltlon. 

■tatSSafSa and ■oMieif are usually the 

■ervaats of one country or one people, 
but Hob. n <;. ing. raoll was the Mend, tns 

If m motor, the lib. rator of mankind. 



THE CRACKING OF A NUT. 



Treatise on Atheism and Socialism In- 
tended to Show That the Former is 
Not a Mere Kindergarten. 

(Hy Dennis Leahy.) 
To the SVSragl Socialist, atheism hears 

the uns relation to political economy that 

simple number! bear to the higher mathe- 



ma ics. Atheism is kindergarten knowledge 
for overgrown oabies. 

The atheistic clement have had the col- 
umns of the Hlade all to themselves for 
some time and Socialists have developed 
that tired fooling so hard to describe, and 
so grating on the nerves. But "now the 
winter of our discontent is made glorious 
summer by tlis son of agriculture" with 
•Nuts tO cracK. If. K. Galke. 

One Question at a time please. This 
article will answer the land question as 
propounded by Mr. Galke. "What will the 
Socialist state do with DM as the case 
stands It will look at your deed to that 
piece of land and finding it spurious, will 
t htow it into the gutter as worthless, tor 
the following reason. You bought some- 
thing from Undo Sam that he had no rignt 
to sell, because it was stolen property at 
the thus In* fO( it. He got ll from the 
King of hingland b> the use of physical 
force. Tim king got it from a fellow who 
crossed the Atlantic and found It. Here 
we have the origin of your title deed and 
tnSSSUred bj exact justice to all men it is 
worthless, and would bo so consider, d by 
a socialistic sta j. 

The true origin of the right to property 
Of any kind is due to the expenditure of 

labor, expended m using the earth and 

not in finding it. A horse is not necessarily 
yours because you bought him neither is 
a piece of land. Socialists do not recog- 
nize the divine right of kings, or the in- 
fallible right of popes to parcel out the 
earth amongst their favorites. A wild horse 
is common property. So is wild land, and 
no man Of set of men can secure title to 
I he horse until he is caught and broke to 
Worn. The same is true of wild land. 

Hut don t worry, fret, or net needlessly 
alarm, d. Hlatchford was dealing with land- 
lordism as it exists in Knglaud. He was 
not thinking of your case only in so far 
as your title from l nele Sam is concerned. 
Al yon slate your case, you title is secur. 
b] reason ot tne fact that you are using 
the land as it ought to be used. Therefore 
while a Socialist state would probably burn 

your deed, \i would nevertheless recognize 

your right of possession originating as it 
did in the expenditure of your labor and 
your life in the use of tne land, and the 
placing of the product of that expenditure 
of life and labor at the service of your 

reimwmen. 

Your purchase tltm Uncle Sam. was a 
gold brick regular -green goods." The 
stale sold you the land conditionally al- 
though the conditions are not staled in 
I he deed. After buying the hind, in order 
to maintain DOS* ssion you must contribute 
to the rapport ot the federal state, the 
lesser state, I he county and municipality. 
In (he price you pay the merchant for his 
goods, yon contribute to the support of the 
town landlord and town lot speculator as 



well as a horde 01 otlur parasites too num- 
erous to mention, railing to do so you lose 
the land you tondly bought from your benev- 
lent Uncle Sam. 

Investigate this matter honestly and 
fairly. See what your title has and is now 
costing you m the expenditure of life and 
labor and then crack this nut for me. What 
would a deed from Uncle Sam bt worth, 
if land could only be owned by those who 
use it as you use yours? 



THE HISTORY OF RELIGION. 



The Fearful Nightmare Seen by St. John 
Explained upon the Hypothesis of 
Moving Pictures and a Mechanical 
Show. 



(Hy Susan J. Peck.) 
John the revelator was shown in his 
clairvoyant visions what was then the past, 
the present, and the future and was told to 
write of them. The message was sent 
from him which is and which was and 
which is to come, also from the seven 
spirits which arc hefore the throne and 
thi .Jesus who is called "the faithful wit- 
ness, and thi first begott en of the dead, 
and the prince of the kings of the earth." 

JohB saw moving pictures, produced in 
part, by picture telegraphy and in part, hy 
other mechanism, (in human hands.) and 
a part of what he saw was real. The 
beasts, dragons, horses etc., were pictures 
relating, some of them, to the past, pres- 
ent or future, of persons on earth and some 
of them to the dead. The s. ven motin 
tains meaning Rome and the eight kings 
meaning eight of Home's rulers; while the 
other pictures in which were crowns, re- 
lated to ther countries and their rulers: 
and the pictures being understood only by 
the dead many of whom were communieat- 
ing by means of them, their significance 
was explained to .lonn. The message sent 
was to the effect that for that present time, 
the churches were to be at peace: but 
later, wars were ordered; and the picture 
of the woman clothed with the sun relah d 
to Mary the quen of Jews and the mother 
of "the only begotten sonn." the twelve 
stars representing the twelve tribes of 
Israel and the moon under her feet, the 
promise that her feet, the promise that 
her followers should eonqm r the turks, 
her flight into the wilderness meaning her 
flight into Kgypt, where she remained for 
nearly three and one-half years, while tie 
picture of the dragon, the tail of which, 
drew a third part of the stars of heaven 
which were cast unto the earth, repre- 
sented death and the number of men to be 
killed in war and through drunkenness, 
about the number which modern stat- 
furnish and the blood which 
he wine press, showed the 
shed because of the use of Intoxi 
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jthe hundred and 
to rule over 
the earth s in- 
old tried in the 
in gold, as else- 
prices in wheat 
lllng of the oil 
,by them (in the 
we read of one 
that "in right- 
If righteousness, 
given and no 
different na- 
udge and make 
havt done and 
midst of 
in- 
tention of the common people of Japan and 
the rnlted States toward' each other, the 
rulers with money to jp loaned talk of 
bringing the two nations .to war and talk 
as freely as they might if*war were heaven 
for the soldier; (but which one who knew 
hell.) And when that? ruler had passed 
away, a new ruler took \m place, (for the 
ruler had a new name kpwwn only to him- 
self, but which John called "the Word of 
Cod.* (The word of the i>a ron. > and his 



cants; and the sealing 
forty-four thousand 
ot Iters and the coun 
habitants "to buy of 
tire," shows that gambli 
where the setting of 
and barley and the 
and wine, was to be 
future as in the past.) 
of a class of their ru 
eousness (in the mldt 
when no offense "had 
enmity existed betwen 
tions of Gentiles) he 
war," even as his success" 
as is being done now, 
righteous treatment 



, fojrin the mid 
an! peaceable 

i 
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ilood. (his fine 
|fc the price of 
of war. the 
.m he had sent 
red. You will 
ions that the 
e Jews only, 
given the out- 
flfteen hundred 
h. was excln 
Bible furnishes 
tr death for the 



vesture was dipped 
raiment was purcht 
them sold into the 
blood money of soldiery 
to murder and be 
observe in reading 
temple* was occupied 
while the Gentiles 
side; and the Holy 
miles long and wide 
sively Jewish, so tht 
no promise of heaven 
Christian ( so-called.) 

The 'Holy Kather" and. he only be- 
gotten son," John waajfc' 1 were there 
called -the beast and /me intake;" (and 
were called Christians,) , have no rest day 
nor night and that the smoke of tht ir tor- 
ment rises up forever and e\ er. (tormented 
by those of other beliefs the worshippers 
of other men gods or rather devil gods.) 
And the angels (armies) of those devils 
represented by John as be^hig in heaven, 
but who in reality were In hell, (for if 
h« aven means anything It means harmony,) 
he saw fighting with one another for the 
supremacy not only in hell, but on the 
earth; torturing one another's subjects, 
even as the "only begotten son" had 
promised his followers that they should do 
with those on earth who afc-uild resist his 
roll as an earthly king, ("ami those of my 
enemies who would not that I should 
reign over them, bring hither and slay 
them KM fore me.") 

Among' the pictures was one like unto 
the son of man. that other Jesus, the Gen- 
tile, who was the son of a carpenter, who 
taught the people that obedb nee to con- 
Is the only true religion and that 



they needed no other (and to which the 
prteltl then as now were opposed,) and 
who also performed some cures and inan> 
mental cures, (but no miracles;) That the 
cures, the real cures, were performed by 
the Gentile, we leam by reading the ex- 
clamation of the people: "It was never so 
seen % la Israel!" (No Jew ever performed 
such wonderful cures.) Much more preve- 
ntion Is to be found in the Kpistles, as the 
transposed decreed. The prophecies were 
more property promises, which those rulers 
of tin dark world made, and which they in- 
tended to force the fulfillment of and 
among them was the fall of cities and em- 
pires, the latter represented by the fleeing 
away of the mountains, etc., and the com- 
mand: "Come out of her my people." 
Among other things John saw one of the 
devils and his army cast unto the earth 
to torment its drunkenness and the dis- 
eases incident to both, another he saw 
bound inthe bottomless pit and another he 
saw cast into the lake of fire and brim- 
stone, to keep the company of the beast 
ithe Holy Father.) and the false prophet; 
and even death and hell were cast into 
tie lake of tire. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book o f life, (who- 
soever was not honest.) was cast into the 
lake of tire. (And they are not honest 
with themselves who accept the deer. M 
of priests.) 



SOVEREIGNTY. 

(By J. Thornton Gittman.) • 
\\ hat man shall say to me. "Bow down and 
think as 1, 

Of else be doomed to endless night?" 

w ho gives my fellowman the right 

To fence my mind and liberty of thought 

deny? 

That twice ten thousand kneel before an- 
cestral shrines 
Is no indisputable proof 
or irrODJ in him who stands aloof, 
Unbowed, rejecting what his inmost soul 
declines. 

What though majorities condemn my 1111 
belief ? 

Majorities are errors' friends; 
And man too oft on man depends, 

Blaming another tor his own o rested grief. 

I am master of my destiny; my will 
Ke\olts trout every rude advance 
Of superstitious circumstance. 
Anu takes me far beyond credulities that 
Kill. 

. am the sovereign ruler of that realm, 
my mind; 

No doubtful creed shall prosper then'. 

NOf will I harbor weak despair 

By building hospitals for error and its kind. 



* * * **** * " 
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Current Comment on Public Events 




IDEAS AND ORATORY. 

Nations become great only through the 
greatness of the individuality of its citi- 
zenship. \\ in n DAM do their all for party 
and nothing for the state the outlook is 
not of the romtl order. When men do 
for tIm state first and U t party take tare 
of itself tie liighest duties are fulfilled, 
tin at things, great events, a popular war 
or MOM pending danger, will find many 
m« n r. ady for i h«- emergency, but what 
DM n should' do is to practice the same 
nu t hods in times of peace. Be ready for 
little « vciHn small things. Never bi caught 
unaware. What is it that makes the 
American republic? It is not a flag It is 
not a uniform. It is not Congress. It is 
not a Meet, of battle ships sailing round 
the world. DOT an army of trained soldi- ri, 
These are but the outward manifestations 
of something even bigger, grander, and 
better. The p< ople make the nation and 
without the will and consent of the people 
tie s- tilings could not exist. The glory of 
tho republic rests upon the brain, the 
bone, the sinew of DAT DMA and the purity 
of her women. Imbi-math it lies the 
worker, the toiler. Political leaders both 
fear and ' despise them. Tney fear the 

oosdm power that stands as a correlative 

of knowledge. They fear the result of too 
BWOfa thought on things social and politi- 
cal. If knowledge brings power, and to a 
meat iwt/ nt it dries, tliui it is our plain 
duty to extend that knowledge WbtfWOf 
w.- possibly can ami we must learn to 
labor together to secure that end. Both 
r« ligion and POHtlCa have gone to trading 
and peddling in trivial technicalities. They 
create divisions among the people for no 
other purpose than to keep them apart, 
to present them from getting together, 
working together, standing together. What 
boots it wt.it her Bddli strings bi placed 
on the lree list and fish hooks taxed to the 
limit? 

These thoughts have been suggested by 
rOMOn Of a diatllbt from President Wil- 
son, of Princeton College, in willed ue 

says: 

, Tlx re never before was a period or 
such loose, reckless thinking. Men are 
thinking with their emotions, not their 
minds. We lav some splendid talkers in 
this country. If one or two of then, shoii.d 
happen to have an idea, they would be- 
come irresistible That* is a differ, nee 
between an idea and an excited purpose, 



Admitting ihat some men have greater 
ability to talk than to think it would be 
worth while to MOW the direction from 
wlnnc. this reckless thinkin-, com* s. is 
it possible that it can emanate from 
Princeton 1 Many an idea has been ex- 
pr ssed only to incur the anger and re- 
sentment Of the scholastics of the age. 
And did not illmeWOn say that to express 
an idea umh r sin b conditions could be 
taaen M positive proof Of having said some- 
thing that was actually worth while, some- 
thing that ought to have been said long 
before, Tin re are plenty of "ideas" fioat- 
LB1 about but it so happens that tin y are 
not of the right Kind. Kvery gosling leg- 
islator is imbued with the k'ea that the 
salvation of the <ounti> depend! upon some 
of his particular hobbies and the legisla- 
tive hopper is crammed with bills that the 
country could well afford to miss alto- 
lethcr. M who oho oe o i to think with 

their emotions? Hunger is an emotion well 
calculated to make a man do some reckless 
thinking and create an excited purpose, 
and if it is to such as these that President 
Wilson referi we opine that he is very 
marly right. Mens hunger is not apprised 
b] being handed a bill of fare to read over. 

rhi orierly veil being 0 f society is not 

< nhance,] by mult ilarious legislation of a 
privileged charaet* r. (Jreatness does not 
attach an ability to talk for it is very often 
the work of a single n igl.\ National 
stnngih and better individualities cannot 
be fostered except bj wholesome education 
and in this lies Uie great secret of power 
..ml progress. 



NOT IN WEST VIRGINIA. 

Ova? in our neighboring state of West 

Virginia they have i method of doing 

things that is admirahle and commendable. 
X<ither bible or preacher are capable of 
turning them from their course or under- 
mining their strict s. use of justice. The 
eourts do not ipneaf to DC the handmaids 
of the orthodox religion and tho executive 
and judicial officers are evidently no re- 
specters of peraona For centuries the 
gentlemen of the cloth were deemed su- 
|m rior to the law. The presence of the 
bible created a feeling of reverential awe. 
Now both have beet] relegated to the 
judicial dungh.ap ami are powerless to di- 
vert popular justbe. This much is said 
In favor of the people of West Virginia 
and i hey have just given a practical 



affording a splendid example for other 
parti of the country to follow. 

It is reported from Moundsville, in the 
state named, that one, giving the name of 
ROT. J. H. Fitch, a pastor in the Church 
of god. who had been conducting a rather 
strenuous religious revival in the place 
mentioned, has been sent to jail for sixty 
days upon being proved guilty of failing 
to support his wife and family. The in- 
jured wife brought suit which resulted in 
a criminal prosecution. Her witnesses, and 
heiselr, all testified that the parson was 
in the habit of clandestinely visiting sa- 
loons and spending the .money he should 
bare given to his family in the "aguadi- 
ente" that taketh away the sense and 
reaoon of men. During the trial, It is re- 
ported, Fitch neid t.he bible in his hand 
and took especial pains to let the court 
know that fact by holding it up to public 
vh w with every gesture made. His pro- 
fession and his bible wero expected to 
work a < harm in his favor, but they didn't. 
Hie ( ffort to divert justice by a religious 
sham was foiled. Despite his sanctimonious 
preteneloni he was found guilty of tue 
0# use charged, and b< ing unable to furnish 
a bond for guarantee of furnishing his wife 
and children with grub, he was marched 
off to jail amid the jeers of the crowd that 
had attend, d tue proceedings in court. 

Prom this may we learn much that is of 
real benefit. The olble is no longer a 
fetich to terrify. 1 he parson is no longer 
a sup* rior being. His religion is powerless 
lo save him from a just fate. Piety does 
not constitute an apology for justice. In 
this instance the parson profi ssed the 
former bat the courts handed him a 'su Mi- 
ch nt dose of the latter. Now that he has 
got both lie may learn to do better and be 

capable of reeUeini that otheri have rights 
winch area a pareon is bound to respect. 



WAR'S STERN ALARM. 

Johnny get your gun! Turn loose the 
dogs of war! Open wide the Mood gates and 
turn hell s battery loose! Let the trumpets 
be blown for tin- fray! Come armed, 
booted and spurred! U t there be shedding 
of blood in abundance! Soup the plank 
and h t em slide! Clarence K. Cornell 
who, we are imformed, is pastor of the 
First Church of the Xa/arene, in the Windy 
City, hath spoken! 

Recently, tins bathefihtte in disguise 

Addressed the Cook County Women's Tern- 
peraaoe Union on the liquor question, and 
while the lawlessness attributed to many 
saloon k<epers may be acqulseced In, he de- 
clared that nineu per cent of the preachers 
today were moral cowards on the prohibi- 
tion question and spoke of using the most 
dras.ie measures to kill off the liquor 
trad.. He would not abolish it by law! 
Oh no! Preachers have such an utter dis- 
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regard for law, unless it be for their inter- 
est, that no thought is given to such a pro- 
< • » ding. As a preacher should, and as some 
preachers do, this man advocates the aboli- 
tion of the saloon by violence and his ut- 
terances on the subject are quoted in the 
press dispatches in the following graphic 
manner: 

I wish the streets would run with blood 
in this struggle. Id like to go out witn 
a gun myself. Nine out of ten preachers arc 
moral cowards on tfef UfOfelhltlQU question. 
They hold the key to the situation. They 
talk prohibition, but when it conies to I 
question ot salary, or displeasing a OOngrc 
gallon, they falter and submit." 

Oehl \\ urra. wurra! Somebody head us 
oti or we are sliding Ik 11 bent to destruc- 
tion! Won t somebody call in the police; 
Streets run with blood and that is what 
this servant of the Prince of i'eace would 
like to see. Kill somebody! Shoot them 
down like untagged dogs in I pound until 
they drown in a crimson Hood. Heautiful 
religion! Gentle Christ! Sweet conservator 
of public morals! Desirous ot going out 
Wltll a gun, and well loaded, we must 
Batumi!) suppose, is an indication that this 
servant of the near Lord wants to kill 
somebody himself. And is not this the 
Christian spirit .' Has not fell been th. Rt 
titude of the church for centuries? Have 
not streets run with blood following the 
sword held by fanatical worshippers of tne 
Christian faith? What a fearful price to 
pay for the establishment of a fad! And 
to cap the climax the same dispatches 
state that fifty women and four men who 
Wi 'iv present to listen to such a diatribe 
against law ;md order actually endorsed 
by an abundance of "Awnien. Would not 
this further fact show the degrading power 
of religion upon the minds of women when 
it can bring them to such a pass that they 
could actually sanction murder without a 
just cause But fancy Cornell with a gun 
on his shoulder preserving the dignity of 
the church! Judging him at this distance 
we assume that should some mischevious 
boy suddenly explode ■ bunch of Fourth 
of July crackers near his pedal extrein 
ities he would jump for the tall and uncut. 
Hlowards in peace become the veriest cow 
ards in war. This preacher ought to take 
a tumble to himseli before some sure- 
enough American citizen expectorates upon 
him and drowns nim. Hut we have it now 
that as a rule church OOngrugatiooi are 
opposed to many things the p reach* rs in- 
sist upon having and the congregation! 
manage to have their way while the preach- 
ers have an eye largely upon salary. As 
for Council, we simply say— SCAT. 



THE UNWRITTEN LAW. 



both of the heart and the stom- 
ach, social ostracism and a loss of old 



lime friendship, are saiu to in the punish* 
menti Inflicted upon Mrs. Anna m. Brad* 
ley, by a modern society, tor the killing ot 
Arthur Brown, che Eonaer Senator from 

i tab, on the ground that be had ruined 

hat life ami bad reraaed to keep ins prom 

lee made to lu r thai he WOttld glVC a name 
to her i wo boys, of which the deceased 
was the lather. It is this very treatment 

that i. as prevented many toother woman 

from following the same in.' od of » xact- 

mg redress Cor alleged wrong! done by 

man. As a rule a mouest woman who may 

Hare alnned through love will not toll her 

troubles .o a policeman, but moods over 

them m quiet solitude, it srai Solomon, 
so we are told, who wrote that "pride 
aoeth before deatmctkm" but we wouid 

aim ml that saving, without quarreling with 
the shade of bokunon, by lUggeatlng that 
pride Itaelf la the sheet anchor Ot human 
morality, the dynamics of noble deoda 
wlnn love fails, and hope fliea, pride still 
Ungi rs, the saxagc r« ur-guard of those who 
reaolve to die only in the last ditch. When 
I rule is emaheej out of a man or woman 
hy a load of rags and WfWtohedneaa, as is 
now reported to he the eaac with Mrs. 
r.radle\, damnation is (V.n knocking at 
the door. 

Ann ret there is 'one other rleu we might 

take. The Hrown-Bradley UaaoU was, it ap- 
pear* a mutual contract. Both partiaa 

Went into the affair with their eyes wide 
Open. They were both of mature mind and 
both had enjoyed marital experiences. 
UOth knew, .no such contract COUld have 

been entered into without both partlea con- 
senting, agreeing thereto, in such matt ra 

.Mrs. Hradhy was as wise as Mr. Hn.wn. 
The latter know no more than the former, 

and neither knew n ss than the other, 
true, iai.se promise might have been made 

and in the end the consideration mutually 
agreed upon may Have failed. This was a 
Violation of the contract and it wai fOf 
tl tl violation that Mrs. BrudlC] hilled b I 

pa r na H on r . Baoh ■ contract eonld not have 
been enforced by the ooorti ai It was ||« 
legal on its face. Mrs. Bradley also anew 
tins when sin aeeame i oonaentmg partv. 

In the abstract she is not entitled to any 

particular sympathy, but we do pity her 

forlorn condition, the sad fate, especial.- 
m I lew of the fa< t that thousands of her 

listen have been equally as guilty but 
have been fortunate enough to escape 

notorietv and tb tection. 
All this brings us to the Issue of the 

unwritten law which iseme to have taken 

■UCh a linn hold upon our criminal juris- 
prudence. U the woman in the < sjM be > oung. 
i ne \ pi rit need , or weak minded, off victim- 
Inad, then a ■hotgUn might he allowed to 
njgy Ml part, bat, If the woman he of ma 

turn rears and of average Intelligence, the 

Unwritten law. in tt| application. beOOffACS 
violative of human morals. Many wives 



an so groeal] negtooted by their husbands 

that the dams of love mounts the altar no 
more and the turnpike to perdition is 
paved With the ashes of loves that are 
dead Since the dawn of civilization virtue 

has constituted woaaaa's chief charm and 

it is in this respect that she has risen im 
mennely superior to the sterner sex. If 
• very man who and loved woman not 
wisely, but too well, beta served as Senator 
rirown was. history would be but a white 
mark on a snow-bank, and ancknt Israel 
would have been considerably shy on kings, 
tne Whole tfflbe Of Judah would have been 

non eat, and the proverbs ascribed to 

ttototnon Would BOVer have been written. 
Bftea the psattUS Of David might have b« n 
abridged had Uriah gone at him with a 
hntcher knife WUiJC dallying in the boudoir 

of Bathaheba. 



QUESTION OF PER CAPITA. 



per capita for Chewing 



Kh v» n do lars 
guml 

Beven-flfty per onntta for spreading 

Christian light in foreign lands. 

Thes. are marked "Bxhlttl A in a dis- 
play recently made by the Presbyterian 
church as a means of illustrating the dis- 
regard of the people of America for mission 
work and their greater regard for the 
tempting wax with which so many of our 
f< males keep their jaws in motion. 

We do not complain, but the church does. 
Thi Bladfl feels that the eleven dollars 
has been spent to better advantage than 

the seven and a half. Th, termor has, 

't L ast, found employment for a large 
number of men, women and children, and 
helped to keep up the commercial and in- 
dustrial markets. The hitter has gone .o 
a lew cheerful idiots who fancy themselves 
select of the |^)rd to carry a plague 
tainted religion to peoples possessing a su- 
perlor Crowd and a superior morality. We 
do not intimate that the eleven dollars 
OOttld not have been put to a much better 
nee hut we (fa the chewing gum the 
preference over the missionary contri- 
butions, our contention is that the wo- 
men should he BiVen a chance and if they 
prefer a quid of wax to dropping their 
nickels in the mission box they have a 
right to their own sweet way and even 
a preacher has no just ground for 
plaint. 



While discussing education ;md 

other timely toping among your trienda 

it Would bd worth while' to mention 
the Correspondence School. You 
rtevUf know what a good seed 
dropped may bring forth. 
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THE ART OF CONVERSION. 



Militant Christianity is much the 

same in this day and generation as it 

\n b on the continent of Europe w hen 
Conttantine established tho < reed as ■ 
st ate religion in the Roman Empire. 
It works very much along the same old 
lines although the mediums used are 
different 

Upon the hypothesis, «»r presumpl ion, 
that men and women are Like so many 
sheep, ready and willing to folio* 
where another leads, thousands were 
forced into a recognition of Christian- 
ity, not because of any intelligent 
understanding of tin* doctrine, but be- 
cause of Imperial mandate and an in- 
elinat ion t<> ape those in authority . 
Ones a foothold had been established 
ami a profession of I dinst land \ made, 



advertisement was made of the faet 
and heralded broadcast in order to in- 
duce iln- more ignorant to follow in 
. in an swell the a umbers. Tins is the 
method by which t bristiani y got n 
Mart m Home an J i rom thi nee, by 
■word and famine, by torture and 

intimidation, gradually spread i«» other 

parts "i Europe, mi Imately to domi- 
nate i In- eontinent. 

Upon the same hypothesis, or pre- 
sumption, Christ, an Evangelists of to- 
day follow tin- same methods. Numbers 
arc wanted. No question is asked 
concerning motive or sincerity of pro 

P< ssion. Just walk up and say "1 
believe" and you are eounted as one 

washed in tin- blood of the Lamb, and 
though i heir sins be scarlet, they air 
made white as the snow. The ( irsi lew 
"converts" are judiciously arran^ il 
for beforehand. I h< se are old >;.u:d- 
bys. They are the bell-wethers of the 
dock. These professional converts an* 
will posted as to tin- exact psycho- 
logical moment ami in an apparent lit 
oi religious frenzy, put on tor the oees 
■Jon, heeome .so impressed with tin? 
"eloquence" of the evangelist, that 

they walk up to the "penitent form" 

and profess Christ in a Loud voiee. 
Ones the program has been started 
the rest is usually easy for the m tilt i- 

tudes follow in order to he in the 
seeming fashion. 

Experiments have shown that if yon 

start a tloek of sheep m a given dic e 
lion and by the aid of a Stick Compel 

the leader to jump at a given point, 
then draw away ihe stick, every other 

sheep in the tloek will .jump at the same 

place although there be nothing, in 
fact, to compel them to jump. It is 
only a case of following the leader. 
Because one jumped the balance imag- 
ine they have <jot to do so. Ma.nv 
people are like those foolish sheep. 

This folly is made a prominent factor 
at all revival meetings. The clergy 
know of this failing and sntece I' ni 

provisions are made 1o eater to it to 

the limit. In this manner a rather 
large number of conversions are re- 
ported and the cause of Chris, cams 
another temporary boost, 

In a recent issue we made a comment 
upon Evangelist ttcovelk who has been 
working his graft in Lexington, vv 

have received through the mails, from 
a friend, copies of the Decatur (111.) 

[flerald, containing reports of the re- 
vival meeting their being conducted 
by Billy Sunday. Although these 
revivals are being conducted by differ- 
ent men in different places and the 

reports appear tig in different news- 
papers, presumably written by ^\\'\'^r 



ent hands and invented by different 
brains, they are so similar in construc- 
tion ami verbiage that they appear to 
have been printed from a stereotyped 

plate. Both Claim that the "plan of 
salvation was made so simple that it 

seemed a, wonder how tin crowd could 

hold hack" and that "an enormous 
numb) r of conversions were made." 

Could the reading public know that 

these newspaper reports are cooked 

ready to serve by the coterie of preach- 
ers in charge Of this work, they would 
he able to delect the hypocrisy hehind 
it all. The "report 91 is usually pre- 
pared before the meeting is held ami 
a few blank places left for the insertion 
of any particular feature that might 

unexpectedly develop. These, if they 

take place, are rushed into the copy 
and a devoted follower hot-foots to tin 
newspaper oAce and hands it in for 

publication. 
The correspondent who sends us tho 

Decatur account of Billy Sunday adds 
that he wears diamonds of the finest 

water, while ihe fastenings of .Madame 
Sunday's eovstly wearing apparel glisten 

with sparklers of immense value, and 
that the hands of both fairly gleam 
with the rich light of the crystal i/e.l 

carbon stones. Vanity piled upon the 

top of vanity, and yet, the account 
states that the preachers were then at 
work taking up a popular suhserption 

in the expectation of raising the sum 
of TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS for 
ihe personal benefit and emolument of 

.\i r. and .\i rs. Sunday. 

Well done thou good and faithful 
servants! In the land where cotton is 
kng, and in those lands where the bil- 
lowy corn holds sway, those natural 

products of toil which feed ami clothe 

mankind, men may labor year in aim 
year out and never see one-tenth, some 

Car less, of that magnificent sum. Hut 

a frazzled hasedmll player, with an 
eye to husiness fancied he could make 
money quicker in the lord's vineyard 
than by Striving for home runs, and 
one week's preaching is to net him ten 

thousand. No wonder the diamonds 
glitter and glisten on the clothing of 

.Monsieur and Madame. No wonder 

poverty stalks gaunt through the land 

when so mUCfa monej can he wasted in 
this manner. Thousands for supersti- 
tion and never a cent for struggling 
humanity. Hilly Sunday may hold out 
his palm and it is tilled with gold. He 

preaches ihe sinners to repentance. 

Labor holds out its hands for hread 
and receives a stone. Hut lahor toils. 

Jt is surely time that tin 4 revival fake 
Was exploded. Once let a preacher fall 

behind in drawing new members to 
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his church and he at once hits upon the 
prof onion*] plan to prevent his eon 

gregation from kicking at his failure 
There is a spasmodic rush. The con- 
gregation is ssiisfiecL The preacher is 
delighted. He is content to allow the 
evangelist to cart the eaat away. 
What he desired has been accom- 
plished In a few days and the bulk 
of tlie "converts" repenting then- folly 
slide back into what, they were told 

wen- sins, to go through the process 

conversion again with the appearance 
of the next evangelist. 



THE GOLDEN RULE 

Ask any Christian for an example 
of orthodox morality, s guide to right 
doing, and he wi.l direct you to the 
11 golden rule" as the sum and sub- 
stance of all that morality contains. 

Further than this he will also lay 
claim* to the notion thai such a rule 
was original with his man-god, dons, 
and that the world, never having 
previously heard the doctrine taught, 
became deeply impressed with its great 

wisdom, loving mercy, and charitable 

inculcation, at the same lime recog- 
nising in the au.hor the (dements of 
divinity. 

Judging from the viewpoint of 
always desiring the right, the good and 
the true, the SO-called golden rule max 
tend to produce ;i higher moral con- 
cept if universally practiced. With a 

mind toward evil the rule would apply 

conversely and the world* would not 
see it generally practiced, This is its 
apparent defect H will no) work bojh 
ways. It could, if so desired, be con- 
strued equally for evil ss tor good, 

Good and evil being relative terms, 
laid Upon an ever-shifting axis, it is 
readily admitted that what is good 
to one people in one age is not good 

to another people in another age and 
men's ideas concerning those qualities 

change with the changing impulses of 
the race. 

Admdtting f however, that an applica- 
tion of the rule has hut one general 
trend, and that for good, it is none the 
les> I fact that if is not and was not 
original with the Christian organiza- 
tion and that if ever taught by Jesus 
he had learned it from the surrounding 
cults and races. This probably took 
place during the young manhood of 
Jesus, if at all, as tin* gospels are 
silent concerning him from the time he 
is alleged to have disputed with tin 
doetOffl in the temple, at the age of 
twelve years, until he was somewhere 
about 29 or 80 years of age, Assuming 

that lie had heen given advantages of 



son lucation, superior to that which 

obtained among the general run of his 
countrymen, it is certain that he was 
brought in contact with the teachings 
of otln r cults upon which he founded 

his own system and promulgated tin 

notions acquired as original sayings. 

Historical research hits revealed the 
fact that tins golden rule tunned a con* 
spicuous part of much older religions 

than Christianity. It was taught in 

Ancient India, in Egypt, in Qn e. 

long before the Jewish messiah was 
ever dream* I of. It did do1 always 

appear in the same form but the sub- 
stance of the rule existed. Sixteen 
hundred years before the time of the al- 
leged birth of Jesus, there existed ill 
Ancient Kuypt. a vale to the dead, 
which ran, 

"He sought for others the good he 
desired for himself. Let him pass on." 

ITere the express intention towards 
good is made manifest. This ex- 
pression is lacking in the rule as ap- 
plied to Christianity. There is no 
possibility of misconception in that 
aphorism. The intention f<»r good and 
good <»nly is plainly expressed. Coming 

even a century later, at a time when 

the Hindu kingdoms were being estab- 
lished alniiLT the (iaiie.es, the rCiigiOUS 

teachers of that' ancient period wrote, 

and taught, — 

"The true rule in business is to 
guard and do hy the things of others 
as they Ho by their own." 

What would such a rule accomplish 
if in vogue in Christian countries.' The 
crime of theft would he unknown. 

There is not a Christian in the wide 

world today who is net compelled to 

resort to locks, bars and holts in order 

to protect his goods and chattels from 
thieves. The superiority of the Hindu 
code may he found in the fact that 
doors were never loeked and the pOO 
pie had a sacred regard for property 
and individual rights. 

Further investigation shows that the 
Greeks, more than one thousand years 
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before the alleged time of Jesus, taught 
the golden rule in the negative form 

and with far greater force than the 
Christian conception of it could teach. 

Their rale ran : — 

44 Do not that to thy neighbor which 
thou WOUldst take ill from him." 

Summarising the additional data col- 
lected on this subject, it can be shown 
that the hooks and scrolls of the 
Hebraic law taught the truth. In a 
time-stained parchment, believed t<> 
have heen inscrihed tirst some twenty- 
five hundred years ago, ii to he read: 
"Whatsoever you do not wish your 



neighbor to do to you, do not that to 
him." And to strengthen this, the 

teachers of 600 B, C. added immedi- 
ately: "This is the whole law. Tin- 
rest is mere exposition of it." 

Confucius in 651 B. C. advised: 

"What you would not wish done to 
yourself, do not unto others." 

At the tirst Buddhist ie ( Souneil, held 

in Bajagriha in 477 B. C, the scribes 
almoat duplicated the advice oi Egypt's 
priests, writing: 14 One should seek 
for others the happiness one desires for 

oneself. " 

.A century ami a half before Chris; 
the law of Koine once mOTC repeated 
the theme: "The hiw imprinted mi ihe 

hearts of all men is to love tlie members 

<>f Society SS t henisel vs. " 

It is practically certain that no land 

which has at any time laid claim to a 

more or less true form of civilization 
has omitted some phrasing of this basic 
ethical teaching from its moral or civil 
philosophy. When Alexander of Mace- 
don marched into IVrsia in 884 B. ft, 
.lid he not find then 1 before him tin- 
most llSUa] of all these closely par- 
alleled formulae .' 

"Do ;is yon would he done hy, M ran 

the Zoroastrian precept. 

Finally. Mohammed gave yet another 
expression to it, for the Koran in- 
structs:^ "Let none of you treat his 
lo ot her in a way he himself would dis- 
like to he treated/' 



If yon want good reading send— 
Twenty-tive cents for Mrs. Henry's 

Mlarriage and Divorce : 

Ten cents for Kidder's Virgin Mary; 
Ten cents for Bible Revision hv Mrs. 
Henry; 

Ten cents for The Sacrament hy 
Kidder; 

For A trip to Koine hv Dr. Wilson. 
$1.26; 

For Dog Kennel in the Orient by 
( J, C, Moore. $\ .ii."). 

Write for catalogue for othen 



Weil! The Correspondence School Is 

growing] Slow, to he sure, hut it is 
growing none the less. Kead what 
Mrs. ('Ins/ and others have to say ahout 
it andthen think over those lost oppor- 
tunities. Fall in line. Send your name 
in for enrollment. Only 100 students 
to start. 



Bead over the announcement on 

pages 12 and IS of this issue ahout the 

correspondence school, and, being satis 

lied, send in your name is amemher. 

The school wants pupils and it wants 
you t . I - urowg tb*>ni. 
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POPULAR PREJUDICE. 

••What have infidels, deists, and the 
like ever done for humanity I Look ai 
our great institution! of Learning, ate. 
[f Christianity is such a cold, unreas- 
oning and eruel creed, why is it thai 
so many great men have believed in it 
ami given it their support I 

The foregoing comes nol from any- 
one in particular hut from most every 
orthodox believer in general, and es- 
pecially from the paid advocates of 
the ehureh. In a recent argument! just 
a m re eaauaJ talk, the proposition was 
submitted aa i final and complete ar- 
gument against infidelity and was sup- 
posed to and the controversy right 

their. The suggestion at once came up 
that it Blight be good enough to use 
as a text for an article in the Blade 
and enable an expression of the 
thoughts that naturally arise under 
such conditions. 

While it is true that many educa- 
tional institutions and many hospitals 
abound in Christian lands, for the im- 
provement of the individual mind and 
the alleviation of human suffering, 
noble and worthy causes, yet, these in- 
stitutions, both kinds, are not any part 
or portion of the Christian belief or 
Creed* They belong solely to the hu- 
manitarian promptings of the human 
heart. They are secular and not sac- 
red. An air of religiosity lias been 
thrown about them and in some in- 
stances Christian names are bestowed. 
J i' schools, colleges and universities, 
and even hospitals, were essentially 
Christian, mention, would have been 
made of them in the doeumsntS com 
posing the Christian scriptures and 
their establishment would have found 
encouragement from them. On the 
contrary hospitals are essentially of 
pagan origin Tor such institutions ex- 
isted among pagan peoples long before 

the advent of Christianity, and those 

people actually had hospitals Tor sick 
iomestic animals. Jesus never built 
a school, a college, Or a hospital, lie 

>ven told his hearers to let the dead 
bury themselves, so little regard had 
he lor the subject 1 , if the account be 
true. Copying from the custom and 
habits of the opposing cult* by which 
Jey were surrounded, the Baiiy Chris- 
tians began to plan such institutions 
and from them magnifieenl systems of 
educational and material human help* 

have been built. 

Just so far as the church carries 
on such a work then so far is it ful- 
filling a mission of humanity. Hut this 

is not Christianity pure and simple 

Christianity merely consists of a be- 



lief in impossible things and existed 
lor long centuries witnout a hospital 
or a seiiool. can while Uoih hospitals 
ana schools auoiuiaea where Christian- 
ity had not obtained a ioothold, and 
yet, ihe moment the Christians gained 
ciiirance they uestruyed the schools, 
uurned libraries, routed the people and 
ount up a system oi their own upon 
the rums. Ihc work oi the Christians 
in .Uexandria, in Andalusia, in Koine, 
and Otner parts oi the civilized world, 
lurnish abundant eviuence oi their op- 
position to learning, tor even in those 
uays they reanzeu that tile creed 
nourished nest where ignorance pre- 
vailed. 

' ' W hat have inlidels, ueiStS, and the 
like ever done ior humanity I 

i'ienty ! turn back 10 the pages oi 
histoiy and numerous examples are 
there to e fodbbzvpvnbizbuni^TAULN 
their to be iotuid. 'ihe greatest ser- 
vice ever rendered humanity came 
from a deist, a non-believer and an op- 
ponent oi the Christian iaith, when 
1 nomas i'awc destroyed ihe divine 
right of kings and established a free 
and popular government. The gifts 
oi Uoekieller are ollset by the phil- 
anthropy of Carnegie, who is, practic- 
ally, a non-Christian. Neither did 
more than Stephen irard who founded 
his college ior poor, orphan boys with 
a legacy of six million dollars, but 
even this has been prostituted by a 
sordid Christian faith, mid through 
petty scheming the cross has sup- 
planted the American Hag. Now the 
Christians are claiming it as their own 
when in truth and in lact it was found- 
ed by an Atheist and a Materialist. 

"Why should so many great men be- 
lieve in it'/" 

The answer to such an interrogation 
must depend what is meant by great- 
ness. If to found a republic, to ex- 
plode dogma, to bring to human 
knowledge tin/ jhysical facta of the 
universe ami to exalt man is to be con- 
sidered as proof of greatness, then, in- 
deed, the church is imable to lay 
claim to one truly great man. If to 
indulge 4 in a flash of mere rhetoric, to 
he able to compose a fairly god ser- 
mon, to write a commentary on the 
bible, to lead in prayer, is accepted as 
proof of greatness, then the church is 
welcome to all she can muster. Men 
of science, men of letters, men of 
broad, liberal mind, arc? not in the 
church* They do not belong there be- 
cause they cannot be confined or 
cramped within tin* contracting limita- 
tions of a narrow creed. 

As a matter of fact, names proves 
nothing for the truth or falsity of any 



system of religion. Were such the 
cise. and taking the human family as 
a whole, the Christiana are in a dread- 
ful minority. Gladstone was great in 

his particular line of statesmanship, 

hut as a theologian he was a miserable 
failure. Napoleon was -Teat as a 
butcher of men but: when he attempted 
to Her an argument in favor of the 

existence of god he was Sfl abject and 

miserable failure, in an effort to 
bolster up their creed the Christians 
assert that Washington was caught 
on his knees at Valley Forge in silent 

prayer, but history refutes such a 

not ion. 

Political parties take especial de- 
light in making reference to the names 
of their grea est men. So do religious 

institutions. Both are unmindful of 
the fact that; still greater men than 
they live today tor the world has had 
the benefit of their experience and men 
DAYS grown pasl and beyond them all. 
reat as Ihc present age max he the 
coming ages will of a n ssity prove 

to he still greater, It must be so. It 
cannot be otherwise. The greater the 

knowledge of men concerning material 
things the wider will be the gulf be- 
tween them and orthodoxy. Knowl- 
edge takes from the gods ami adds to 
the power of nucn. 

Thinking men still pine for progress, 
for development, but the sum and sub- 
stance of all theological systems may 
he found in those familiar lines which 
declare : 

"The old-time religion is good 

enough for me." 
THE CHURCH AND SLAVERY. 

It is curious to note the attitude of 
the opposing forms of orthodox faith 
touching the situation in the Kongo, 

with the bitter complaints made by 

protest tint countries concerning al- 
leged abuses inflicted upon the natives, 
while the Catholic organisations are a 
unit in declaring that no abuses exist 
and the latter point to conditions pre- 
vailing in portions of the Kongo un- 
der Protestant rule and by comparison 
attempt to show that the Catholic 
Kongo is the best governed. 

dust so far it is made a matter of 
religious dispute* alone no harm can 

possibly come to the natives nnder 

either side, but when it is announced 
i hat protestant Kngland has a rod in 
pickle, steeped in brine, for Leopold 
of Belgium, thereby making it a politi- 
cal controversy with probable war as 
a resultant, it is time for Human it a 
rians to sit Up and take notice. From 
this point of view it begins to look 
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like another attempt at conquest for 
territorial expansion on the part of 
Qrett Britian and the religious cloak 
has been thrown about it to give it a 

pretext of another and different color. 

There may be some truth in the 

charges thai Leopold tyrannises over 

the Kongo natives. The principal in- 
dustry of that- region is the cultiva- 
tion of ntbber, and the immense reve- 
nues derived therefrom are bestowed 

Upon Leopold as a ransom lor his pri- 
vate use The Uritish Kongo is in 
mueh the same condition, only that the 

revenues are *£SS^d U >' t f * ; i * 1 i f l «_r ('Kin- 

panics insteatHj going to British 
royalty. Hut mkt is the difference 1 
[njustiee is just tine same whether 

committed in the name of an individ- 
ual or in the name of a company of in- 
dividuals, The cause does not alter 
the resultant tact. These govern- 
in. ntaJ t r\ annies Led the American 
colonies to* revolt and the thirty mill- 
ions of natives in Central Africa, may, 
some day, find courage enough to 

throw every political yoke under 
Which they now exist. Certain it is 

that neither Belgium's king or the 
British government, either ;is a per- 
sonal matter or acting for others, can 

afford to kill Off the geese that lays 
the golden e^s, but the murder of a 
few is expeeted to have a most salu- 
tary effect upon the others and fores 
submission. 

So serious has tin- stmation become 
that parliament has taken OOgnisanCC 
Of it and is demanding that the terri- 
torial rights of Belgium in the Kongo 

he transferred ,,> the people and taken 

from the King, while the Catholic 

heirarehy has come to the defense of 
Leopold and seek to show that far 

greater abuses exist in other parts of 

the Kongo not under Catholic rule 
He it known that Leop< Id is a Oatho- 

he monarch and it is the privilege of 

that church to rush to his defense. 

This has resulted in charges and 

OOUnterehangeS, denials and counter 
denials, hut the orthodox religion, 
profiting by either side, is at the hot- 
torn of the controversy an I in this we 

Slid another example of the church 

opposing human liberty. 

Slavery would not be tolerated in 
America again, and so far as the South 

is concerned she does not want it. 

Prec labor is cheaper thai slave lahor. 
It was a big mistake to ever purchase 
a slave and no section of tin 1 country 
realized it more keenly than did the 
South. Slavery would not he tolerated 
in Great Britian, hut hoth countries 
will view with complacenl mien a sys- 
tem of slavery in Africa and the 
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Grasp and Enjoy he Pleasure of Conscious Culture and 
a Respectful Consideration. 



START THE SCHOOL. 



t 



T 
T 
T 



I By Harriet M. does. I 

I have gone over the proposed plan sketched for the "Blade 
Correspondence School" and wish to say that I am in hearty accord 

with its purpose. It speaks to me as the best possible means for 

liberal propaganda. Once scientific knowledge and independent 
thought are acqu red by increased cumbers then will the organiss 

tiOfl Of efficient societies for direct dissemination of rationalistic 

ideas become feasible. 

I wish I could impress upon the younger nicnthers among us 

the benefits thai would accrue tO them in the personal pleasure <>r 

conscious culture and the power that enables one to compel a« 
respectful hearing and consideration, We who have missed these 
lai*Lo r opportunities for improvement during our earlier years know 
their necessity and lament their h>>s. and whether our failure has 
been due to ignorance or inability or intention the result has delayed 
advancement during recent decades. 

I therefore especially admonish those who seek to strive for 

and with the world's great workers, not to miss this opportunity 
for improvement and aehievement as set forth in the "Blade 

t lorrespondenee School." 

Webster ("it v. Iowa. 
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church looks on approvingly because 

of the revenues it is made to yield. 



IMPORTANT NOTICE. 

The Blade is pleased to announce 
that the next subsequent isue will con- 
tain another article from Mrs, Henry 
on Bible revision consisting of it tern 
of questions and suggestions oftere< 

Tor the benefit Of the Pope's revision 

ists. It is a splendid companion piece 

1.. her first article and it will, also. In- 
put in pamphlet form Additional 

copies of the Blade will he printed and 

those desiring extras should notify us 

at OOCe. The article outrht to he read 

everywhere* 



THE ANNUAL EASTER SHOW. 

With the reappearance of Easter the 
religious world is again tin-own into, 

paroxysms Of emotion and excitement, 
when, by prayer and praise they R0 
through the annual ceremony of greet' 
ing an alleged risen Lord. NO* one in 



a thousand ever pause long enough to 
Inquire into the origin ol this Easter 
festival, its shifting dates, the pagan 

festivals of which it is the prototype 

and successor, or any of the causes that 
brought it into existence. Thousands 

actually profess to believe, without 

thought or investigation, that Easter 
is the anniversary ol the death and 
I bodily resurrection ol Jesus, the Nasa- 

rene dew. Once, the light of reason can 

break through the clouded intellect this 
myth will take its place with those of 

centuries ago, Affording an oppor- 
tunity for display, both by church and 

congregation, by pulpit and pew, tin 
festival is destined to last tor some 
years to come and religion will strive 

to retain it because of the attraction 

it offers. Thousands of hard earned 

dollars will again he spent in profuse 

flora] decorations, in music and song, 
to celebrate something that never 
happened, meanwhile, children cry 
themselves to sleep in hunger ami grim 

want stalks athwart the threshold of 
hundreds of homes. 
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(B) John Thomas.) 

David Bugler, in old and highly r— P«Cfd 
eiiiz. n Of Walton. Cass county. Indiana. 
WM horn in Ross county. Ohio, December 

tth, isi»;. di.Mi at ih.- borne of his daughter 

Ida Iiodibaugh. QalTMtOA, Indiana, Janu- 
ary .".tli. Lf08, Bgl ninety-one yentl MM 

xventy seven days. At the age of sixteen 
9« accompanied his father '<> Marion county 
Ohio, win re his lather tutored a tract of 

and. In I s - 1" our subject immigrated to 

/lis state and located in Shelby count \. 

n the spring of 18#6 be came to Cass 

counts ;,,1<1 located in Walton, in this 
place be first engaged in the mercantile 

pnitneei 

In IST<» he engaged in hotel keeping 
Hindi has ever since received his attention. 
Marc h 6th, L848, he was married to Eliza- 
eth A. White, a native of Shelby county, 
this state, she died February 13th. MM. 
Jan L"Jth; 1861 be married Martha .1. White 
;no relative to the former Kli/a bet h 
White), a native of Ohio who died March 
,th. till. .Inly litn. 1881, he was married 
,o AFiianda Doran. a native of Shelby 
uinty. Bhe died April lti. 11*02. By his 
rel Wit* he had four children. Milton, 
/hei.e, owen and another, who died ud- 
iimti By his second wife he had two 
Children, John and ida. To his third mar- 
riage three sons have been born, Mailing 
ton. David and William. His children are 
all living except Phebe and John. He was 
a firm boUOTOf in the laborer, andhesirong- 
ly opposed monopolies. As to sect he was 

an Independent Freelliliibei strong in his 

convictions and fearless in the expressions 
Of bis opinions, fie did not htattate to give 
titterance to those sentiments which lead 
to the establishment of truth and the en 
lighten moot of mankind. He payed true 
tribute to those elements of character 
which are indispensable in the makeup of 
a noble spirit. 



MIRACLES 2. 



The Doctrine of th e Gift of Tongues and 
How to Better Practice the Art of 
Deception. 



(By Kev. Marion VV. Marley.) 
(Copyrighted by Author.) 

The gift ot rongnee, or speaking in differ 
ent languages may be performed by learn- 
ing the alphabet ot a certain language and 
by committing to ■MOOT) paiMgOl or dec- 
lamations from books or from persons 
IP PI tflnf the ieelfd language. In the 
first case of a person understanding the 
language is very oeneficial. 

Tin- interpretation of that speech may be 
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(tret! through an uneducated ally who has 
been taught his little speech in his or some 
other language. Even two languages may 
be spoken at one time, a sentence in one 
language and a sentence in another, given 
alt. rnately. 

Winn I was fifteen years old, I worked 
lor an old German. He always gave thanks 
at the table in the same words. One day 
i decided to learn that speech. In a few 
days. I had committed to memory. I pre- 
■nme I spoke that speech a hundred times 
to the boys of tne neighborhood and, about 
two years afterwards, I bought a german 
dictinary and learned what I had been 
talking about. 1 am now thirty three years 
old and can say that speech today, but 
cannot give a correct interpretation of it. 

A queer incident was related to me by a 
physician. He was called to visit a girl 
about sixteen years of age who was in bed 
and appears to her folks to have a great 
fever. Her pulse and temperature were 
slightly above normal. Her face was flush- 
ed, almost red. He noticed her some time 
but was unable to ascertain just what was 
the matter and after leaving some 
* im suggested she might have a 
disease. He maue several visits without 
Ottrtnf bll patient. One day he unexpected- 
I) (ailed at bis patient s home. Looking 
at her closely, he noticed a small piece of 
refutable inatur just below one ear. The 
right thought flashed into his mind. He 
said "Go and wash your face thoroughly 
With soap and it will have a tendency to 
onre tne skin desease in your face." She 
reluctantly washed her face. She was im- 
mediately cured. She had rubbed elder- 
berries over her face to make it red. She 
did nor want to go to school. 

1 knew a boy that baft led the doctors for 
four years by putting pepper into his eyes. 
He said he had sore eyes. They all said 
he had sore eyes, lb- did have sore eyes 
and he succeeded in slaying out of school. 



ground Qi abandonment. Tin 1 dispatches show 
that the preacher simply married the girl 
to gratify his awhffij then abandoned her. 
arete to her from a number of dill'erent 
pleeee, liter a period of three months from 
the date of her BUUTlege, HlgfOetlUg I divorce 
for him. Thus it happen* that a mere itrip 
of a girl, scarce at the agl of pubertj and 
who ought yet to i»e in school, finds herself 
an ■bendOtted wile, and there are foolish 
women who will shed tears tor pardons while 

their daughter! art deepened. Will the day 

ever dawn when these laeeUll MTU) be com- 
pelled to face the music? 

So numerous are these V „,«es by preach- 
er! glowing that the paperj 

such itkg|isttag raporta 

For crimes against the sex the parson takes 
the lead. He stands head and shoulders 
above the men of every trade or profession. 
The only safe re.m,ly is to |H rid of the 
parson and that too a- speedily as possible. 



THE CLERICAL OFFENSE. 



Jiy way of parenthesis it is well to call 
attention to the fact that the preached are 
still indulging in their passions of making 
cruel sport of the gentler sex. The death 
bed con l ess jon of Miss Link Gleason, a 
twenty-t«0 year eld school teacher of KIs- 

berrjr, Mo* has ltd to the arrest ot Dr. W. A. 

Hemphill on the charge of having performed 
a criminal operation, and a warrant was issued 
for the arrest of a preacher, whose name is 
not given, but the man of god, the author 
ol Hi.- jrottUg gfarffc WOee, skipped before the 
ftUthOfttiei could get hendl on him. 

From Memphis Tennessee, comes a report 
that a fourteen year old tfirl is suing Lee 
( onite, a llaptist preacher, for divorce on the 



cr«jjre teeming with 
s Hneerning them. 



FREETHOUGHT NOTES 
LIBERAL LIBRARIES. 



One ot the moot hopeful aigpa ol 

the times is the estnbl ishment of Lib 
era] Libraries. 

A libera] library now in successful 

operation and whose influence is grow- 
ing is The ESldridfd Library of Class 
ics, No. 2003 East 34th St., Kansas 
City, M,o. 

Cleveland Ohio 1ms fallen in line in 
this useful Work, Hid "The Cleveland 
Progressive Library" has been estab- 
lished at No. 'V)\ 1 Woodlnn 1 Avenue 

This method <>f propaganda for tin* 
Fretethonghl cause should have the 
cordial support of every Freethinker 
in the United States. These libraries 
exert an influence to bring resident 
Freethinkers together in a literary 
home, where too they ean become ac- 
quainted with each other and extend 
a cordial welcome and glad hand to 
visiting Liberals who will be plad to 
come in touch with liberal friends. 
If lectures and discussions could" be 
hold in these libraries they would be 
of great advantage to the cause and 
attract many who have never heard 
many of the leading phases of Free- 
thought discussed. 

We feel sure that the Liberal press 
wotdd donate copies of their publica- 
tions to such libraries, and all authors 
of Freethoujrht books and pamphlets 
will be tflad to contribute copies of 
their works. Let the good work tfo 
on, and may we hear of the Frec- 
thoughl Libraries springing up in all 
sections of the country. We congratu- 
late Kansas Citv and Cleveland. 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 
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Che Blade's Correspondence 



From One of Experience. 

DIGKSNS, IA. — I am I very busy man 
and do not get time to read very much of 
the Blue (irass Made, but from reading 1 
pipiT occasionally I think it has steadily 
improved since you have had full charge 
of the paper, and with the exception of a 
sharp tirade of abuse of some official of the 
Republican party, which I think hurts your 
paper v i tv much in tnis neck of the woods, 
although some of it comes from Iowa, I 
think it very much improved of late. I am 
very doubtful about your making a financial 
success, but certainly hope you may, I run 
a Freet nought local paper nere for five 
w;iis and tried to make the local adver- 
tisements and locals pay the expense of 

running the paper, and did but thai was 

About all. I got all the subscribers 1 want 
ed but it is a notorious fact that the Free- 
thought subscribers never paid, although 
I sold the pftpcf to many of them, and 
many that 1 did not think WW freethinkers 
came forward and expressed regrets that 
•so good and great a man should die." I 
commenced exchanging with the Blue Grass 
Blade as soon as l began to run the Loader 
and remember now tnat I got a good roast 
from Bro. Moore for an article, that in 
picking the meat out of. Bro. Moore twisted 
out of all semblance of the intellectual 
meaning, as written by me, and made it 
mean nearly or quite the exact opposite of 
what was written in plain straight forward 
Knglish. Bro. Moore was altogether too 
agressive or inconoclostic. Perhaps not 
more so than the circumstances would jus- 
tify, but the only way I can express exactly 
what I would wish to convey to you is, we 
can catch a thousand times more flies with 
a drop of honey than we can with a barrel 
of vinegar, therefore let us honey or at 
hast sugar coat the medicine we wish our 
friends to take to cure them of mental 
disease. J think we can make more free- 
thinkers by introducing scientific facts 
than we can by arguing on reason from 
cause to effect. I have been reading F. H. 
I b ald's theory of Astronomy and think it 
the most forcible argument I ever saw or 
read, perhaps with the exception of Andrew 
I). White's Warfare of Science and The- 
ology, against the religion of the present 
day, as it leaves no place or use for a 
CM, Devil, Heaven or Hell which were all 
built up and instilled into the minds of 
mankind, first through a misconception of 
the facts and the necessity of a god to do 
what in the opinion of the master minds 
of that day could not be done by any other 



power than a god, and in later times was 
taught and the devil and hell created for 
the express purpose of Wringing from the 
poor people their hard earned cash that 
the clergy might live in comfort, luxury 
and ease without toil or labor. .Jesus Christ 
was created to redeem a fallen world, that 
we now know never fell and when this fact 
is fully established in the minds of ' vv. t> 
body everywhere and by all' the divinity 
of the dead Jew will certainly vanish from 
the minds of everybody and this part of 
religion is now the principal fact of the 
present day religion, a fact that is noth- 
ing but a myth, will pass away and the 
victory will be won by Science. The ir.no 
rant devout Christian will undoubtedly be 
just as well off In the future world as the 
most learned scientific Freethinker, ami if 
"where ignorance is bli>s, 'tis folly to lie 
wise.' they are just as well off in this life 
for they are apparantly perfectly happy in 
their ignorant worship of ancient myths, 
so 1 think it not only a hard, thoughtless 
task to put them right but also a most un- 
profitable one to undertake sine.- oappi- 
ness h» re and now is about all any of us 
li\e for or care to live for. Inclosed find 
$3.00 for which push my subscription as tar 
as you can, and if you will send DM a few 
left over Blades 1 will put them where 
Oaks Ainea did his mom y in Congress, 
where 1 think they will do the mOfl gOOd 
JAM KS Hi, MILLS. 



A New Found Friend. 

ATLANTA, OA.— While In Florida this 
winter I came in possession of some of your 
literature. I read a part of a book "en- 
titled the crime of preachers or something 
like that. I was told the hook could be 
hail by addressing you. If so advise me as 
to cost, etc.— R. H. JACKSON. 



Bad Luck for the Chaplain. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL— As my sub- 
scription long falls due thought I drop a 
line on my financial situation. The bank 
where 1 had a few hundred dollars closed 
its doors "Market St. Bank'' and I am im 
able to draw at present. Have been out 
of work for a month. There are about 
20.000 more here in the same fix in "The 
BOOM City in The Wor^" as 'Overland' 
Monthly has it. Am -up against it" hard 
hut there'll be a resurrection financially 
n. 1 hope. Ml] then remit subscription 
A. JOHNSON. 



Our Course Approved. 

CIRCLKYi LLL\ ()— As one who received 
some literature trom .1. O. Smith last Sep- 
tember. I must say that I appreciate your 
attitude toward him. I regard him as very 
Ignorant, i. e., that he has had a very 
moogor schooling; also that he is very poor 

at argumentation chas. R. kimbkrly. 



A Future Life 

A Critical Inquiry into the Scientific Value 
of the Alleged Evidences that Man's 
Conscious Personality Survives 
the Life of the Body. 

Umbmitag 

A discussion of the Doctrines of Resurrec- 
tion of the Body. Re-Incarnation. Spiritism. 
Annihilation. Theorfei '»t' lletaphj sicians. 
Bin nomena of Spiritualism, etc. 

BY SINGLETON WATERS DAVIS 

An OOtaVO volume of 171 pages, with tine 
front ispiece Portrait of the author and full 
table of Contents, well printed on Crystal 

Book paper ami neatly hound in cloth. 

"A Future Lite is the title of a book 

Jul <"•( In my opinion it takes rank 

with the hest thought of the times on the 

■nbjeet Brerj oonceirahle phase of this 
mraterkrai subject . . . ii treated in the 

dearetl Kien title manner. My Impression 
on reading it was. that all that is known 
on this suhject up to date is told here. It 
is a fortification behind which the thinker 
may feel himself secure. . this very <x 
oeptiooal hook is the product of a mature 
ami exceptionally-fine analytical mind." — 
.1. B. Wilson. M IV. in the Blue Crass 

Blad( . 

Seventy-five Cents. 

Postpaid to any point within the United 
States. 

Foreign 10c extra. 

Published bf the Author at 

854 E. Lee St. Los Angeles, Cal. 
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"No Beginning 

By William II. Maple. 



THE IDENITY OF -GOD" WITH NA 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 



The only book of its kind in existence 

\eat cloth binding. i s ". pagee, two striking 

iilusi rations. 71 cents, paper binding 35 
cents, postpaid. 

INGERSOLL BEACON CO., 

78 LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO. 
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Doesn't Like Prohibition. 

HIGHLAND. ILL. — Please accept my 
compliments as you expressed, In number 
41 of the Blade my public sentiments in 
regard to Prohibition. This Prohibition 
Movement, (craze) will create very strange 
and serious conditions, as '•Prohibition" is 
bound to become a political issue forcing 
the politicians to take sides and show their 
colors. The old proverb will again come 
true: "Politics makes strange bed- fel- 
lows." 

The instigators of this movement are a 
certain element of the protestant clergy 
and some fanatics, bare of any regard, for 
the rights and liberties of those, who do 
not believ* in their doctrines, and are so 
in th.'ir fanaticism that they have no con- 
ception, of the catastrophe they will bring 
over our country. 

We know that the Catholic clergy, as a 
class, and the Catholics in general, are 
against sumptuary laws or Prohibition, 
consequently religion will become a factor 
in our political struggles with disastrous 
consequerces. 

The only way to check the missus, of 
intoxicating beverages is, to make the 
dispensing of same an honorable voca- 
tion, by granting license, to responsible 
parties or persons only, under strict regula- 
tion. By observation I do know, that a 
good many in that business will do more 
tor temperance and decency in one 
month than one hundred so-oalh-d temper 
ance crusaders in one year. The saloon 
can and should be conducted as open and 
respectful as restaurants or drugstores, 
wh. re meals or refreshme nts an served; 
and whereas, the license granting officers, 
are the cause and to be blamed for 
th.' undesirable elements we have in that 
business, they should be made "co-defend- 
ants" to a certain ext.nt witn the license, 
for damages. 

I frankly admit that our side gave just 
cause for complaint. 1 am convinced that 
temperance will make more progress l» 
the good maple of well meaning penOM 
than by all the laws in our Statute books. 

J. PAGAN. 



From an "Ex" Rev. 

BUCKLIX, KANS. — Received your paper 
today. I am pleased with the paper. No- 
tice enclosed 1.50 for subscription. Also 
notice a part of an essay written on mir- 
acles. It is divided into 9 parts or chap- 
ters, each chapter being about twice this 
size of the one I inclose. This essay ex- 
plains a great number of miracles in a 
terse manner. This essay shall be free to 
you provided you publish only one chapt<r 
at an issue, as I send it to you. Of course, 
you shall have the privilege of rejecting 
any chapter. REV. MARION W. MARLEY. 



BOOK REVIEW. 

"SIDEREAL SIDELIGHTS" 

It. has been well said that "variety is 
the spice of life" and from a p< rusal of the 
interesting pages of Sidereal Sidelights, a 
Medley of Dawn-Thoughts, by Charles L. 
BftWWT, it is evident that the author be- 
lieved and wrote on the noiion that "vari- 
ety " was also the spice of progressive 
literature. 

The Blade is in receipt of a copy through 
the courtesy of The Balance Publishing Co., 
• •I ihnver, Colorado, publishers, and It is 
well printed, in a fascinating style, and is 
being sold for the modest sum of 50 cents. 
It is just what is Implied by its nomencla- 
ture, namely, a "medley" consisting of both 
poetry and prose, touching upon a number 
of different topics connected with the 
progressive thought of the day. Its range 
is ample, covering the field of sociology, 
with flashes of philosophy and a touch of 
mysticism which gives a charm to the 
thread of its stories. The whole is an im- 
pressive dwelling upon the Humanitarian 
impulse, holding that if there be any eh 
ment of so called divinity in the universe 
it must exist within and as a part of Hu- 
manity. It is well worth reading and ought 
to have a wide circulation. No book can 
please every reader who may glance over 
its pages, but the one now under review 
is calculated to please the majority of 
thinking people .ind tMl is a victory in 
current literature. 



Ingersoll Beacon 

A Spicy Freethought Monthly at $1.00 a 

year, 10 cents a lnitnbi r. 

Edited by William H. Maple. 

Devoted to Science, Free Thought and the 
(Jospel of Reason and (Joou Cheer, in con- 
trast with the "foolish forms and cringing 
t.ntl.s" of theology. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW. 

Good things in every number. 

INGERSOLL BEACON CO., 

78 LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO. 



Have You a Garden ? 

Then write t<> me for tome of my 

VELVET BEAN SEED 

Andjrou will Ix; bent'- 
6 ted thereby. 
$2.00 per bmhel. 

W. F. BOZEMAN, 

LEESBURG. FLA. 



FROM LEXINGTON 
TO 

CHATTANOOGA 

AM) RETURN 




April 1Mb and 20th; 

Qooi returning April 24th, 1908; 

Ask Agent tor particulars, or 

H. C. KING, C. P. & T. A., at Lexington. 
Or J. C. CONN, D. P. A. Chattanooga, Tenn. 

RAILWAY MEN, ATTENTION I 



If you need a Watch to meet the new re- 
quirements of the Railway Service, study 
well and compare prices of these (18 size) 
lever-set Watches: HAMPDEN, "Special 
Railway." 23 jewels, $26; "NEW RAIL- 
WAY," 23 jewels, $20; WALTHAM "Van- 
guard," 23 jewels, $29; "CRESCENT STR. 
21 jewels, $22.50; same, 19 jewels, $20; 
"845" new model, 21 jewels, $18.50; "Apple- 
ton, Tracy & Co.," 17 jewels. $16; ELGIN, 
"Veritas," 23 Jewels, $29; "Father Time," 
21 jewels. $22.r,0; "B. W. Raymond," 19 
lewels, $20; same, 17 jewels. $18.50. All 
the above in 3 or 4-ounce Sllverine Screw 
Case, prepaid, with guarantee that each 
watch is latest Improved grade specified, 
new and perfect, and will pass rigid railway 
Inspection. Have advertised in this paper 
since first issue. 

DIAMONDS, PEARLS, OPALS. ETC. 

I am an expert in this lino and will save 
you 2o per c» nt if you will order of me. 
••in. nt end weddim ri "^ s a specialty. 

A ud for price list of watches not listed 
above, Jewelry, Preethoufht Radges, inger- 
noll l|K>oai, Rings. Silver and Plated Ware, 
<» i ; ,i Qoodl, ind my Tract, "Theism In 
. h< Crucible/ 1 free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
LtOraOf*, Cook County, Illinois. 

FROM 

Monkey to Man 

By Austin Rierhower. 

A Story of 500,000 Years Ago. 

Spicy, Humorous and Instructive. 

Everybody Reads It. 

Over 50 Illustrations, 231 pages. 

Cloth 75 cts., paper 35 cts., postpaid. 

INGERSOLL BEACON CO., 

78 LA SALLE 8T., CHICAGO. 
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Scientific and Philosophical Correspondence School 

One Year, $10, in advance. Three Years, $25, in advance. 

JAHES E. HUGHES, manager. JOHN R. CHARLESWORTH, Instructor 
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 



Established for the Purpose of 

giving Instruction in 

the Fundamental Principles 

of Science and the Philosophy 

of Secularism and 

Freethought by Comparative 

Studies as between them 

and Theology" and 

Orthodox Systems 
Based on Creed and Formula 

$!? 

Learn to Free Yourself from Super- 
stition's Chains. Refuse to be a 
Mental Slave, and be Able to 
Give a Reason for the 
Faith that is in You 

% 

School will open about July 1, 1908, 
or as soon as 100 pupils are enrolled. 

Educate yourself to become a teacher 
in Liberal ideas. 



0 I *HE object of the school is to offer, in eon- 
/^vsj'vKl/ J densed form, what may bi called a eonipre- 

IBku^I^^iOvuW? hensive course of studies in natural science, 
iBw/^ShimI natural philosophy, secular and sacred his- 
tury, theology and ecchrdasticism, with a 
^^^^^^^ view of enabling the student to form a rela- 
2/2 ^^ > tive and comparative knowledge upon the 

nod important subjects in issue between rationalistic thought 
and theological teaching. 

The purpose of the school is to Ht its students to hecome 
teachers and educators in natural philosophy in an intelligent 
opposition to orthodoxy. 

The full course will combine geology, astronomy, zoology, 
botany, inorganic chemistry, philosophy, natural history, sociol- 
ogy, all branches of history, sacred and secular, theology, 
biblical literature, logic, rules of evidence, rules of debate, com- 
position, poetry. 

Printed lessons will he sent to each pupil once every month 
and pupils will he required to submit written answers thereof 
each month. 

Pupils can obtain their own text hooks upon advice from thl 
instructor. 

The first year's course will comprise studies and examine 
dons in the Brat fire subjects named above. 
These studies can be made at home after the duties of the 

day have been completed SO that this extremely liberal offer i 
actually brought into your home. 

It' desired the School will have the text books sent to you 
upon order and payment of the cost Full details will be given 

in ample time to start the school in unison. 

The Bel 1 will be opened, primarily, under the auspices of 

the Blue (irass Blade. 

For temporary purposes, James B. Hughes will be the 
manager of the School, with John R. Oharlesworth as its prin- 
cipal instructor. Other instructors will be added from time 
to time as the needs and emergencies of the School may de- 
mand. 

Pupils should have an attained age of 15 years, or more, 
or at least pos>ess the rudiments of a good elementarv education. 

No man or wonuin ever gets too old to learn and the School 
is open to all persons over the age Suggested who may desire 
to avail thrm-elves of these educational opportunities. 

You will profit by these studies. To learn what is offered 
enables you to teach others. 

Do you wish to join the School ? 

Then send your name, now, to James K. Hughes, Blue 
Grass Blade, Lexington, Ky., and have it enrolled 

The tuition fee will not be called for until 100 names have 
been secured. With that number the School will open. 

JAMES E. TIT TCf TIES. 
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FOUR GOOD WAYS BY WHICH TO PUSH THE BLADE 



We want our subscribers and friends to make u> a promise tl wit tliey will do what they can to I well 
the Blade 'i circulation. We are not going to ask anything impossible, anything difficult, anything expen 
live. We want to put before yon a plan that is easy ami capable and give us a much larger field for onr 

operations against the superstitions and myths of orthodoxy* 

Below four plans are suggested or the perusal «>f all our readers, special importance is placed upon 
Suggestion No, l as we believe it fm lishes the key for a solution of the problem before us. If you agree 

yith this plan just sign the blank at the bottom of thifl page and mail it to us. You do not have to pay 

antil the money becomes due. If all our readers would adopt this plan our circulation would be doubled 

before the present year expires. Its cost is only an additional fifty cents added to your own subscription 
and if this proves successful we can reduce the subscription to one dollar per annum all round. 

READ, STUDY WELL, PONDER, AND THEN ACT PROMPTLY 

SUGGESTION NO. 1. 

When renewing your own subscription add an extra fifty cents to tin* amount remitted, making a total 
payment of TWO DOLLARS, or sign the blank below agreeing to do so at a specified date, and we will 

send the Blade to \<»u for one vear and send it to a new subscriber to be named bv vou also for one year. 

The name submitted must be an entirely new subscriber, si E WHAT TOV CAN NOW !><> W)B FIFTY 
CENTS 

SUGGESTION NO. 2. 

Send five subscriptions for one year with one remittance at one dollar eacha Dd we will send you free, 
}>ostpaid. as a premium, a copy of either of the following excellent books: 
A Trip to Rome, by Dr. J. 15. Wilson, worth sl.L'o. 

Dog Fennel in the Orient, by 0. C. Moore, worth $1.25. 
Every Blade render should be provided with a copy of these handsome books as they contain a store 

of rich argument based upon actual facts in personal experience. 

SUGGESTION Xo. 3. 

Make u}) a ifood list of the names and places of residence of your friends and acquaintances who yon 

believe would like to receive a copy of the Blade nnd we will send them one* month's trial free of all cost 

and expense, [f we fail to keep them permanently on our lists it will not be your fault for you will have 

done your duty. 

SUGGESTION' XO. 4. 

Having read your own copy of the Blade let it become a missionary by handing it to others to read 

also. Make a request that they read it. In this way others gel to know of the Blade and it will be better 

able to work its way into a large number of hand- 



IF Vol' MUIKK WITH Ol'H FIRST PLAN SIGN THE FOLLOWING BLANK AND MAIL IT To 

US WITHOUT DELAY. 

1908. 

James E. Hughes, Lexington, Ky., ' 1 

Kditor Blue Grass Blade, * 1 ' 

I promise and agree that when renewing my own subscription to the Blue Qrass Blade, or, in any 
event, not later than October 1st, 1908, to remit the sum of TWO DOLLARS and in addition thereto to 
give the name and address of one new subscriber, in addition to my own, to whom the Blade is to be sent 
for one year. 

Name 



Address 



